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U.S. Department of Education Proposal Jeopardizes
Physical Therapy Professional Recognition and the

Future Health Care Workforce

APTA calls on DOE to adopt a definition that reflects the profession’s
advanced level of education and status as a doctoring profession.

APTA is deeply concerned by the recent recommendation from the Reimagining and
Improving Student Education, or RISE, Negotiated Rulemaking Committee, which, if
enacted, would designate the doctor of physical therapy degree — and dozens of other
health care professional degrees — as a graduate degree rather than a professional degree. 

If this proposed definition is adopted via official rulemaking by the Department of Education,
the ability to borrow for federal student loans would be severely reduced, threatening to limit
the physical therapy workforce at a time of nationwide shortages.

APTA strongly opposes this proposal and will continue to engage with the Department of
Education to advocate for the profession, most especially when the proposed rule is
published for public comment in early 2026. APTA is urging Congress to intervene, as the
proposed definition runs contrary to congressional intent.

Read
More

Contact your Representatives
Now!

http://www.fpta.org
https://www.ed.gov/laws-and-policy/higher-education-laws-and-policy/higher-education-policy/negotiated-rulemaking-for-higher-education-2025-2026#reimagining-and-improving-student-education-rise-committee
https://www.apta.org/article/2025/11/24/doe-proposal-threatens-physical-therapy-recognition-health-care-workforce?utm_source=informz&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=friday_focus&_zs=GEMwn1&_zl=b1EUA
https://www.votervoice.net/mobile/APTA/Campaigns/131766/Respond
https://cpe.usa.edu/learn
https://fpta.org/advocacy/fpt-pac/
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&pn=ROVING&nav=e40cb2a8-08e4-47d4-ae13-09593b362dc0


CMS Updates Guidance to Reflect Current Plan of
Care Signature Exception

​Coordinated APTA advocacy efforts help to reduce administrative burden
and ensure CMS is providing consistent Medicare guidance.

A recent U.S. Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services’ MLN Matters update  provided
guidance on a range of topics, including the plan of care signature exception from the
Medicare Physician Fee Schedule rule that went into effect Jan. 1. The update follows
months of coordinated advocacy efforts by APTA and the American Occupational Therapy
Association.

Read
More

APTA-Supported Medicare Payment Reform
Legislation

​Medicare Patient Access and Practice Stabilization Act (H.R. 879)
This bill would eliminate the CMS 2.83% payment cut implemented on Jan. 1, 2025, to
health care providers that treat Medicare Part B patients. The bill would also establish an
annual inflationary update to payment rates based on the Medicare Economic Index. 

Primary sponsor: Rep. Greg Murphy, R-N.C.
House cosponsors: 176
Status: Referred to House Energy and Commerce Committee and House Ways and
Means Committee.
Current activities and next steps: Push for markup in the House Energy and
Commerce Committee. Increase the number of House cosponsors.

View the bills APTA is advocating in support of before the current 119th U.S. Congress that
convened on Jan. 3, 2025 by clicking the link below.

APTA Legislative Update Bill
Status

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

https://www.cms.gov/files/document/mln905365-complying-outpatient-rehabilitation-therapy-documentation-requirements.pdf
https://www.apta.org/article/2025/12/03/cms-updates-guidance-to-reflect-current-plan-of-care-signature-exception
https://www.congress.gov/bill/119th-congress/house-bill/879/text?s=8&r=1&q=%7B%22search%22%3A%22hr879%22%7D
https://www.apta.org/advocacy/issues/apta-legislative-update-bill-status


Application

https://fpta.org/events/2025-annual-conference-call-for-speakers/
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Upcoming Events

JANUARY 17-18, 2026
Bradenton, FL

APTA Credentialed Clinical
Instructor Program – Level 1

FEBRUARY 28 -
MARCH 1, 2026
Bradenton, FL

APTA Credentialed Clinical



Certification Course

Event Dates & Times:
Saturday, January 17th, 2026 | 8:00
AM – 5:30 PM (ET)
Sunday, January 18th, 2026 | 8:00 AM
– 5:00 PM (ET)

Location:
Manatee Memorial Hospital
206 2nd St. E
Bradenton, FL 34208

Trainer:
Gina Musolino, PT, DPT, EdD, MSEd

Register

Instructor Program – Level 1
Certification Course

Event Dates & Times:
Saturday, February 28th, 2026 | 8:00
AM – 5:30 PM (ET)
Sunday, March 1st, 2026 | 8:00 AM –
5:00 PM (ET)

Location:
Keiser University - Lakeland, FL 
2400 Interstate Drive
Lakeland, FL 33805

Trainer:
Gina Musolino, PT, DPT, EdD, MSEd

Register

Register
Now!

NORTHWEST DISTRICT

https://members.fpta.org/site_event_detail.cfm?pk_association_event=34512
https://fpta.org/events/
https://members.fpta.org/site_event_detail.cfm?pk_association_event=35009


 
2025 FPT-PAC

The money raised for the Florida
Physical Therapy Political Action
Committee (FPT-PAC) will be used
in our efforts to modernize the
Practice Act in Florida. The Florida
Practice Act governs every physical
therapist and physical therapist
assistant in the state. We need your
support to modernize the act and
remove barriers to providing
physical therapy services. Donate
Today

Guardian of the
Profession $1,000+

​Anthony Cere
Thomas Eberle
Catherine Patla

President's Circle
​$500- $999 

Jamie Dyson
Dillon Janes

Amando Mendoza
Ellen O'Brannon

Jessica Carter Peer
Deborah Reese
Kathy Swanick

Ambassador
$250-$499

Jacob Barr
Mark Bishop

Aimee Brueck
David Capote

Barbara Connolly
Dan Curtis

Brenda Dorman
David Esack

Gina Musolino
Ketul Shah

Juan Jose Villeda

https://fpta.org/advocacy/fpt-pac/


Century Circle
​$100-$249

Colette Amit
Connie Aranda
Jeffrey Berner

Erienne Blanchard
Jonathan Bray
Martha Bloyer
Robyn Bolgla
Dyan Chaney
Andrea Croom

Mariam Guanche
Michelle Higdon

Christopher Kopp
Katherine Kounnas

Joshua Lewis
David Lower
Judith Mann
Joan Miller
Jeff Miller

Leiselle Pilgrim
Priscilla Raasch-Mason

Erin Roesch
Erin Roesch

Paula Shulthiess
Laurie Shimko

Kim Smith
Bryon Smith

Jane Schroeder
Bri Thorton

Jacqueline van Duijn
Casey Vogler
William Young

Amber Yampolsky
Jennifer Whaley

Albert Wong

PAC Friend
$1-$99

Michael Ballough
Heather Barksdale

Morris Beato
Jennifer Beal

Klaus Blandon
Lauren Bilski
Rosie Babs

Yvonne Budd
Jorge Carreno

Nicholas Cannatella
Christine Davidson
Deanna DeMarco
Barbara Deering

Andres Doble
Marcio Dos Santos

Tracey Estok
Lisa Farrell

Thomas Fischer
Scott Forney

Jennifer Fogel-Benner
Chris Fuller

Andres Garcia
Angelina Garcia
Richard Gamble
Sidney Gatson
Alison Gilson

Donna Goldson-Piper
Melissa Goodman

Amanda Grant
Christine Greenberg

Gregory Hartley
Katie Hockin

Karina Ingegneri
Lenis Jannil Alicea-Yildirim

Lisa Jenkins
Stephane Larocque

Melissa Lazinski
John Leschitz
Timothy Leslie
James Love

Fred Lomangio
Susan Lukens

Courtney Madera
Taylor McCullers

PAC Friend
$1-$99
continued

Nichole Miller
Ronald Miller

Christine Morgan
Jonathan Mullis

Abigail Myslakowski
Cynthia Neville

Veronica Nieto-Diaz
Lisa Nichols

Antonio Nogueras
Annabel Nunez-Gaunaurd

Adam Padgett
Adam Schwinn
Zahilly Salinas

Christine Salmon
Gabe Rivera
Lisa Roberts

Joselyn Rodriguez
Joy Rohan

Carmina Rafael
Charles Richardson

Gabe Rivera
Adam Schwinn

Gabriel Somarriba
Debra Stern

Dorothy Santi
Kaitlin Thompson

Bridget Tran
Remedios Teano

Rosllyn Vega
Craig Vecchiarelli
Martiza Villegas

Amy Vernon
Beth Ann Patterson

Beth Patterson
Ayla Avilez

Rosllyn Vega
Craig Vecchiarelli
Martiza Villegas

Amy Vernon
Meredith Weiss
Kristen Wilson

Amanda Williamson
Theresa Wilkinson

      

The FPTA is a component of the APTA. You are receiving this newsletter because you indicated an interest in receiving
newsletters through your preferences in your APTA account. Unsubscribing with the SafeUnsubscribe link in this publication will
remove you from all FPTA communications sent via Constant You can also go to www.APTA.org/Email to manage your email

preferences through your APTA account.

FPTA Paid Advertisement Policy: Acceptance of advertising does not mean endorsement by the Florida Physical Therapy
Association of the products or services advertised, the advertisers or the claims made. For questions or additional information on

advertising in a FPTA publication, please contact info@fpta.org or call 850-222-1243. 

https://www.facebook.com/FloridaPTAssociation
https://www.linkedin.com/company/2836901
https://www.instagram.com/fptassoc/
https://twitter.com/FPTASSOC
https://aptaapps.apta.org/MyApta/EmailPreferences.aspx
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